
- · - · - - . -· · . I L - - - . . 

------------~--------------------------~----- --- ---

l- Astrcnomcrs' Fuzzy Look 
At_ an ElaJsive New Comet 

Lake of the \Voods. 
Kern County 

A group of astronomers _ 
journeyed to a se(·lucled spot 
near the top of :\lount Piuos 
to ('att'll a weekend glimpse of 
ncwl)' diseo\·ercd Comet Aus­
tin _but said it looked more 
like a fuzzy eottonball. 

The comet was discO\·ered ih 
June by amateur astronomer Rod- · 

· ney Hichard Dacre Austi"n of New 
Zealand. · ; · . .- · 

indefinite return date. Tails of com­
ets are most easily visible when 
closest to the sun. 
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After se\·eral tries Saturdav at 
the darkened spot about 100 ni"iles 
north of Los . Angeles, a pair of 
binoculars mounted . on a tripod 
picked up the comet in the north­
west sky just a hove a c·luster of pine 
trees and just below the Big Dippt.>r. ' 

. Au-stin is expected to be visible 
through the end of this month and 

Comet Austin makes its closest 
approach to the sun today before 
heading back out to space with an 

. possibly next month. But" an in-· 
creasingly bright moon may m3ke i 

it difficult to obser,·e it. 


